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Parking wadlga

Ras El Ain Ju=ll ywlj

Free Parking diilaa wadlga

piall gajea | adids 2
All day - 2 min. to the Hangar Exhibition
piall JApea I §ilda 5
All day - 5 min. to the Hangar Exhibition

Jabal Amman lac >

Free Parking daiilaa wadiga

@pll o>l 6B 13 - pgyll Ja
All day - 13 min. to the Crafts District

apll > Sl aaaa 12

(pruasdleley ] clitiingif8hega) a1 - pa
(>3l.axaxl) agdl Ja

12 min. to the Crafts District

4 pm - 10 pm (Sat, Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs)
All day (Fri, Sun)

wpll > LIl §il8a 7 - agull Ja

All day - 7 min. to the Crafts District

@apll > Ll @ilia 6 - pgul Ja

All day - 6 min. to the Crafts District
(Ju)lisa - jLisn 1.5) dcgaan wadlga

Paid Parking (1.5 - 2 1D)

Wpll o> ) B8uda 18 - gl U5

All day - 18 min. to the Crafts District

WGPl > ] AlEn 14 - pgl Ja

All day - 14 min. to the Crafts District

wpll > Ll afida 14 - al2 - a7

7am - 12pm - 14 min. to the Crafts District
apll >l 6416315 - a3 - A8
8am-3pm- 15 min. to the Crafts District
@pll > Sl Gild110 - p6 - yalo

10 am - 6 pm - 10 min. to the Crafts District
wapll >l @ilda10 - pl - pl0o
l10am-1lam —“10 min. to the Crafts District
apdl > Al addall- all- 18
8am-11pm - 13 min. to the Crafts District
wpll > Sl Gilaa10 - gl Ja

All day - 10 min. to the Crafts District

Jabal Al Lweibdeh é@augll Ji>
Free Parking dalilaa wadiga

dlaxl Jgiall i3l wsiall ) §ilda 3
3 min. to the Jordan National Gallery
Gyl J19a ] (§ilda §

S min. to Paris Circle

Paid Parking écgaaan wadiga

wHl 1§ ] (§ilin 8 - agll &
All day - 8 min. to Paris Circle
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Duke’s Design Centre
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SADDA design and build
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Cultural Space

236, 237, 239, 240

gjlia 8 1algi alug

The Orenda ﬁibe at Manara
230

Al dfwaiall Gl
TURATH: Architecture and Urban
Design Consultants

240

The Student Exhibition
U=l gy SpL> Ras EL Ain Gallery

Wl Cuy

Elharf

224,234

afiaj¥l 5l aunnill dieas>
Jordan Interior Design Association
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Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts
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The Bishop's School for Boys (BSA)
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Trail 1l

An area characterized by a café culture and a mix of building
styles and types, the trail connects with Trail 2, Trail 3, and
Trail 4 at multiple points.

// 1. Al-Safadi Mosque - b.1957 - featuring a distinctively
ornate octagonal stone minaret // 2. Sufra Restaurant -
est.2011- occupying the former residence of Serop Antikajian
b.1936 // 3. Al-G idence - b.1929 - former
residence of Odeh al-Goussous, featuring a gallery with three
arches. // 4. Salam Kanaan Gallery - est.1996 // S. Nofa
Creative Space - est.2016 — occupying the former residence of
Hanna Basha al-Goussous (b.1945) // 6. Jabal Amman Health
Center - b.1940s // 7. Saba al-Akasheh House - b.1950s // 8.
Former UNRWA School (1967-2015) — an abandoned building
(b.1928), which has been used as a filming location for TV
shows and still bears a prop reading Queen Zein al-Sharaf
School for Girls

= Youssef Asfour Stairway 2, 132 Steps.

9.Shams al-Balad - est.2013 - a restaurant and concept store
occupying a cluster of historic buildings from the 1930s-1950s
//10. Habib Al-Sabbagh Building - 1946 - the former British
Accreditation Department building designed by Fawwaz
al-Muhanna, currently occupied by Design Institute Amman
(est.2012) //11. Al-Murtada House - b.1925 - a historic
townhouse following the three-bay gallery model //12. Malhas
Building - b.1937 - designed by architect Fawwaz al-Muhanna.

Trail 2

An area characterized by a vibrant social tapestry and
vintage signs dating back to the 1940s and 1950s; the trail
connects with Trail 1, Trail 3, and Trail 4 at multiple points.

1. King Faysal Square (Sahat Faysal) - the historic
promenade of Downtown Amman dating to the 1930s,

which continues to link to many souks and hotels. The area
underwent an urban regeneration project in 2008 developed
by Turath: Architecture & Urban Design Consultants. // 2.

The Duke’s Diwan - est.2001 - established by Mamdouh
Bisharat (the Duke of Mukhaybah) and occupying the second
floor of a townhouse built by Abd al-Rahman Madi (b.1924).
It had initially been used by the Jordanian Postal service
and the Ministry of Finance, before being repurposed into
the Haifa Hotel in 1948 // 3. Al-Jahith Book Kiosk - initially
established in Jerusalem by Suleiman Al-Maayta in 1904, the
eclectic treasury of books amassed off-site has been passed
down four successive generations // 4. Al-Istiklal Bookshop
- est.1940 - established by Hasan R. Khalaf, a publisher of
school exercise-books. The adjoining stairway is commonly
attributed to this establishment // 5. Sabri bek al-Tabaa
Building - b.1946 - designed by Fawwaz al-Muhanna with a
protruding second level gallery. The building has had notable
occupants, and still bears some of their signage; Salon Vert,
notable for fabrics and upholstery, has been occupying the
streetfront since 1961.

== Prince Muhammad Stairway/ al-Istiklal Stairway, 82 Steps

6. Former Al-Balad Theater (2005-18) - a landmark building
that housed al-Urdun Cinema (est.1951), which operated
until the 1980s when it was renamed the Versailles Cinema
// 7. Darat Othman Bdeir - b.1934 - previously part of al-
Abdaliyyah School for Boys Complex (est.1934) and currently
used as the main offices of the School of Architecture and
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Built Environment, German Jordanian University // 8. Ibrahim
Hashim House - b.1928-43 - former residence of Ibrahim
Hashim, former Prime Minister, and occupied by the German
Jordanian University.

= Othman Ben Affan Stairway 4, 75 Steps

9. platform - est.2018 - a curatorial collective occupying

the renovated Edilbi House (b.1940s) and former residence
of artist/ architect Ali Maher. It currently hosts the Amman
Design Week offices and takween creative space //10. Nabad
Art Gallery - est.2008 - occupying a renovated townhouse
(b.1930s) // 11. Abbadi House - b.1940s // 12. Prince Shakir
bin Zaid House - b.1930s - former residence of Prince Shakir
bin Zaid, a prominent leader of the Great Arab Revolt and a
personal friend of King Abdullah | // 13. Wild Jordan Visitor
Center - b.2001 - designed by Khammash Architects and
managed by the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature
// 14. MMAG Foundation - est.2018 — occupying three historic
townhouses, the foundation can be accessed from both

the lower and upper streets through a series of landscaped
staircases. // A. Abu al-Huda House - b.1927 - former
residence of Tawfig Abu al-Huda (former Prime Minister)

and the previous location of architect Akram abu-Hamdan's
offices. In 2017 it underwent renovation by Khammash
Architects. // B. Al-Mufti House - b.1930s C.Qawar House,
b.1930s // 15. Beit Asfour - b.1918-1932 - a 32-bedroom
townhouse belonging to the Asfour family, a well known
merchant family who established multiple enterprises such
as Souk Asfour in Downtown Amman. It used to also be
referred to as the “Blue Palace” because of its previously
blue-colored downtown facing balconies.

Trail 3

An area whose early history traces the immigration of
merchant families from neighboring cities and countries;
the trail connects with Trail 1, Trail 2, and Trail 4 at multiple
points and with Basman Street for participating spaces in
Downtown Amman.

Fawzi al-Maalouf Stairway, 46 Steps
Mohammad al-Shabibi Stairway, 28 Steps

1. Al-Ghrayyeb House - b.1920s // 2. Souk Jara - est.2005
—the site of a friday market featuring local artisans and
family programming occupies Fawzi Ma'luf street during the
summer season // 3. Al-Bilbeisi Residences // A. Al-Bilbeisi
Palace - b.1948 - commissioned by Egyptian businessman
Ismail al-Bilbeisi and designed by Egyptian architect Mukhtar
Sager in a Mamluk-revival style, with pointed arch portals

// B. Al-Bilbeisi House - b.1936 - featuring a semi-circular
balcony with a painted ceiling visible from Mohammad al-
Shabibi Street. // 4. Al-Odat House - b.1920s - built by Salim
al-Odat and the former residence of Abd al-Rahman Irsheidat
and Major Alec Kirkbride. In 1988 it was rented to the Bani
Hamida Weaving Project and renovated by architects Zaid
and Lina al-Goussos // 5. Amin Mar'i House - b.1948 - 52 //

6. Turquoise Mountain - est.2019 - the showroom occupies
a1930s townhouse with a stepped portico and slender tall
windows, originally built by Salim al-Odat. The annexes on
either side were built in the 1960s when the site was used as
a school. In the late 1980s, the site was purchased by Zaid al-
Goussos and renovated by Khammash Architects to become
the Jordan River Foundation showroom (1994- 2018) // 7. King
Talal House - b.1926s - originally designed by Jerusalem-
based architect Rushdi Imam Hussaini, and undergoing
renovation by Faris Bagaeen Architects Engineers Consultants.
The historic townhouse is most notably the former residence
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of King Talal and Queen Zein al-Sharaf during the period he
was Crown Prince (from 1937 until 1951); and is where Prince
Muhammad, Prince Hassan, and Princess Basma were born //
8. Al-Mufti House - b.1929 - originally built by Umar Hikmat
but notably the former residence of Said al-Mufti (former
Prime Minister) // 9. Soap House - with a dramatic terrace and
view of the neighbouring mountains, this townhouse (b. 1938)
is currently occupied by Trinitae, a second-generation family
business (est.1930s), and was the first location of the Royal
Film Commission (RFC) offices // 10. Villa Mango - b. 1930s

- originally designed by Jerusalem-based architect Rushdi
Imam Hussaini and redesigned by Egyptian architect Mukhtar
Sager. The smooth rose-stone townhouse with curving/
pillared balconies underwent renovations in the 1970s and
the 1990s when a penthouse floor was also added //11.
Al-Arif House - b. 1928 - a historic townhouse with a distinct
arched windows and portals, which has been occupied by
Bayt al-Shawareb, a Film, T.V. and Media production company
(est. 2013), and used to host the Ali Jabri Human Heritage
Foundation, the plaque of which is still displayed at its
entrance //12. A row of artisanal design shops and cafes -
including JELD (est.2014), Hunaya (est.2018), and the recently
established second location of Farrah Carpets and Antiques
(est.1969) // 13. Rami Fadlan House - b.1920s

= Othman Ben Affan Stairway 2, 220 Steps
14. Former Shari'a Court Building, b.1950s
= Basman Stairway 2, 100 Steps

15. Basman Cinema - est.1951 — an abandoned movie theater
established by Wasif al-Bisharat. The Art-Deco inspired
facade incorporates local concrete claustra blocks and is
marked by original signage // 16. Raghadan Cinema and
Amman Cinema - est.1957 - two abandoned movie theaters
which occupied the same building with two separate
entrances. The Basman Street elevation is still marked by the
original Raghadan Cinema facade and signage.

Trail 4

An area characterized by a mix of distinctive twentieth
century architectural styles, the trail connects with
Trail 3 and Trail 2 and with King Talal Stairway 3 for
participatingspaces in Ras el-Ain.

1. Ahliyyah School for Girls - est.1926 // 2. The Royal

Film Commision (RFC), est.2003 - occupying two historic
townhouses // A. Jardaneh House - b.1930s - originally

a two floor house built in the mid-1930s by Abd al-Rahim
Jardaneh, one of Amman’'s first pharmacists (the additional
floor was constructed in the 1950s). The upper two floors are
currently used as offices for the RFC, while the lower floor was
used as the offices of the Center for the Study of the Built
Environment (1999- 2006) // B. The Film House - b.1919 - a
center for the audio-visual arts occupied by the former Mango
house which was built by Jerusalem-based architect Rushdi
Imam Hussaini. The townhouse has an eclectic facade based
on a combination of classical and renaissance principles,
with its upper floor is connected to the street with a bridge //
3. Sijal Institute for Arabic Language and Culture - est.2014 -
occupying the lower floor of a villa built by a merchant family
from Damascus (b.1930s).

= Khirfan Stairway 1, 118 Steps
4. Al-Madani House - b.1947 - designed by architect Fawwaz

al-Muhanna, whose field notes indicate that original first
floor had been a Damascene-style house with a central
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courtyard- which has since been partially demolished // 5.
Khirfan Street Houses - b.1320s - the merchant family of
Khirfan, to which these townhouses and the street name are
attributed moved from al-Salt in the early 1900s, and opened
four notable shops on King Talal Street below (each overseen
by one of the four brothers). The houses themselves are built
in the Syrian-style with high-balconied windows concealing a
central courtyard // 6. Beit Shuqair for Culture and Heritage
- est.2005 - former residence of Khalil Shugair, a Damascene
politician and Arab nationalist, the townhouse (b. 1930) and
cultural center is currently occupied by the Jordan Handicraft
Association. The three floor structure with 23 rooms and

a fountain courtyard also hosted the Abdaliyah School for
Boys and the Arwa bint al-Hareth School for Girls, before they
established their present locations.

= King Talal Stairway 3, 217 Steps
= Al-Omari Stairway, 65 Steps

7. Glubb Pasha House - b.1956 - former residence of John
Bagot Glubb, Commander of the Arab Legion between 1939
and 1956 // 8. Al-Kabariti village - b.1940s - a complex

of five historic townhouses set within shared gardens and
courtyards // 9. Jacaranda Images - est.2007- occupying

the corner of the recently-renovated al-Kabariti Building
(b.1940s). Originally built by Allawi al-Kabariti and considered
to be the first modern apartment building in the city.

Trail S

An area characterized by a mix of townhouses and
apartment buildings dating back to the early 20th century;
the trail connects at multiple points with Trail 6 for King al-
Hussein Stairway/ al-Kalha Stairway.

1. Paris Circle/ Duwaar al-Hawuz - the bustling center

of Jabal al Lweibdeh, whose ornamental metalwork and
design is attributed to the French Institute (est. 1963). The
landscaped roundabout is also signed as “Square de Paris”,
and is flanked by small independent shops and cafes

// 2. Al-Hmoud House - b.1923 - originally attributed to
Mohammad Abdulkareem al-Hmoud, it is currently referred
to as The House and is occupied as a creative space by
Tajalla for Art and Music (est. 2018) // 3. Shnaneh House -
b.1940 - occupied by Yaghmour Architects and Consultants
and featuring a rotunda entrance and more contemporary
exposed-concrete stairwell.

= Muhammad Ali as-Saadi Stairway 5, 61 Steps

4. Rafif al-Abadi House - b.1890s - one of four houses Rafif
al-Abadi commissioned a Syrian architect to build in the

late 19th century // 5. Beit Sitti - est.2010 — a home-cooking
initiative established by the Haddad family and occupying the
house their grandmother grew up in // 6. Al-Saadi Mosque -
b.1940s // 7. Dar al-Anda Art Gallery - est.1998 - occupying a
cluster of buildings including the Freih Kawar house (b. 1928).

= Omar al-Khayyam Stairway 1, 135 Steps

8. Khalaf Tell's House - b.1930s - originally designed by
architect Sabah al-Kilani as an elevated house over an open
ground floor garden for Khalad Mohammad Tell. The street
level storefronts were incorporated in 1952 and designed

by architect Fahd Daoud al-Jabaji // 9. Cinema al-Khayyam

- est.1949 - an abandoned movie theater established by

Abd al-Razzagq al-Fayyumi, and redesigned by the Egyptian
architect Sayed Kurayim in the 1960s. The building
incorporates local concrete claustra blocks and is still marked
with faded remnants of an original painted motif.
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Trail 6

An area characterized by a mix of art and cultural
institutions, the trail connects at multiple points with Trail
S and connects with Trail 2 at Sahat Faysal for participating
spaces in Downtown Amman.

1. Luzmila Hospital - est.1948 - home to the Sisters of
Nazareth, and repurposed from a school to provide health
services for refugees from Palestine. The hospital was named
after Contessa Luz Mila, the original patron of the hospital

// 2. Roman Catholic Church - est.1931 - the church was
renovated in the late 1990s with support from the Greater
Amman Municipality (GAM).

= Nadim al-Mallah Stairway, 88 Steps

3. Darat al Funun/ The Khalid Shoman Foundation - est.1988
- occupying historic townhouses acquired in various stages
since its establishment in Jabal al-Lweibdeh in 1993. Darat al
Funun can be accessed from both the lower and upper streets
through a series of landscaped staircases. The upper street
facade was designed by Sahel al-Hiyari Architects in 2005 //
A. Al-Beiruti House - b.1930s - former residence of Queen
Zein al-Sharaf, the building was restored in 2013 and now
houses the Darat Museum // B. Darat al Funun Headquarters
- b.1930s - occupying a Syrian-style townhouse originally
built by Abd al-Majid al-‘Ajami, the building was restored in
2011 and houses works from the Khalid Shoman Collection
as well as the foundations offices // C. The Blue House -
b.1920s - occupying a house originally built for Ismail Haqgi
Abdo, a former governor of Akka in Palestine, the building
was restored in 2011 by Khammash Architects to include the
distinctive blue Circassian porch overlooking the garden cafe
// D. Dar Khalid - b.1920s - occupying a house originally
built for Abdo family, the building was restored in 1995 by
Khammash Architects and was dedicated to Khalid Shoman,
the patron of Darat al Funun. Sheikh Fouad al Khateeb, a
prominent poet of the Great Arab Revolt and Suleiman
Nabulsi (former Prime Minister) are some of its most notable
previous occupants // E. The Main Building - b.1918 -
occupying a large villa originally built by Nimr al-Hmoud, a
former mayor of the city of al-Salt, which had been repurposed
numerously. It was the first house to be purchased by

Suha Shoman for the foundation, and was repurposed by
Khammash Architects with the front facade facing the back
in 1992 // F. The Archeological Site — a natural cave and

the ruins of a 6th-century Byzantine church dedicated to
Saint George (and built atop a Roman temple) // G. The Lab -
est.2011 - originally three adjoining warehouse units which
were incorporated as an experimental space for young artists
// H.The Residency Building - b.1940s - designed by architect
Fawwaz al-Muhanna and renovated in 2013.

== King al-Hussein Stairway/ al-Kalha Stairway, 90 Steps
Dating back to the 1920s and previously attributed by name
to the al-Muhanna family, the stairway is commonly referred
to as Daraj al-Kalha.

4. Al-Muhanna Building - b.1935 // 5. Jadal Culture and
Knowledge - est.2013 - occupying a building (b.1930s) along
the rise of Daraj al-Kalha // 6. Qatayef Abu Ali - est.1960s - a
specialist shop which is one of the few places in Amman to
sell Qatayef, a traditional Ramadan pancake dessert, all year
round // 7. Zahran Cinema - est.1952 — an abandoned movie
theater originally established by Ismail al-Kurdi. The Art-Deco
inspired entrance to the building is on King al-Hussein Street,
while the main building - also with a unique facade- can be
viewed from the adjacent alley which connects to King Ghazi
Stairway 1// 8. Mu'asher Building - b.1932
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https://ammanstairways.clustermappinginitiative.org/

Amman is a city characterized by a distinct topography of

hills and valleys, through which it has evolved in a cascading/
climbing urban development. Serving as both path and
destination, the stairways have become landmarks in traversing
the history of the city, and are in constant dialogue with its
ever-growing number and diversity of citizens. These curated
trails are by no means comprehensive, but are itinerants
developed in collaboration with Amman Design Week, and
built upon the Amman Stairways Mapping Project developed by
CLUSTER in coordination with Columbia University's Center for
Spatial Research (CSR) and Studio-X Amman at the Columbia
Global Centers | Amman. Amman Design Week invites you to
discover its participating spaces and to re-discover Amman
along these stairways, and to explore them as a lens through
which to explore Amman’s broader historical, cultural and
socio-economic history. To know more about the Amman
Stairways Mapping Project, please visit:

https://ammanstairways.clustermappinginitiative.org/
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» Youssef Asfour Stairway 2, 132 Steps
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Prince Muhammad Stairway/ al-Istiklal Stairway, 82 Steps
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Othman Ben Affan Stairway 4, 75 Steps
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King Talal Stairway 3, 217 Steps

Trail 5 jLuall
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Muhammad Ali as-Saadi Stairway 5, 61 Steps
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Omar al-Khayyam Stairway 1, 135 Steps
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King al-Hussein Stairway/ al-Kalha Stairway, 90 Steps



